no                    DYNAMIC PSYCHOLOGY

has in the past become asssociated with a number of
others, and can call up any one of them. This is nicely
brought out by an experiment in what is called 'free
association'. The experimenter instructs his subject to
respond to a word which is to be spoken by any other
word, the first suggested by the given word. If the
stimulus word given is 'window', the response made by
one person will be 'pane', by another 'frame', by an-
other 'curtain', by another 'house', by another View', by
another 'Gothic', any one of which is recognizable as
easily suggested by the stimulus word, though only one
or a very few will occur instantly -to any one person.
In associative thinking, in fact, varied response is even
more in evidence than elsewhere, but everywhere in
animal and human behavior the principle holds that
more than one response is available to any situation,
and that inner conditions must be taken into account
in explaining the actual occurrence of one rather than
another reaction.

THE MUTUAL EXCLUSION OF ALTERNATIVE RESPONSES

Though more than one response to a stimulus or
complex of stimuli is possible, only one, as a general
principle, is actually evoked at a given instant. The
case in which this principle is least clear is that of free
association, just mentioned. Here it sometimes happens
that more than one response word is suggested at the
same instant, or so nearly at the same instant as to seem
so, introspectively. Yet even here it is evident that
many responses that are perfectly possible for the indi-
vidual are actually not aroused at a given moment.
The opposite principle, which might from physical